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Location 


Sullys  Hill  National  Game  Preserve  is  a  picturesque  forested 
tract  "bordering  on  Devils  Lake,  in  northeastern  North  Dakota,  1  mile 
northeast  of  the  Port  Totten  Indian  School.   The  area  is  readily  ac- 
cessible to  tourists  hy  the  Burtness  Scenic  Highway;  "by  rail  over  the 
Great  Northern  and  Soo  lines  to  the  torm  of  Devils  Lake  (15  miles  north 
of  the  preserve),  and  thence  hy  road;  by  rail  over  the  Great  Northern 
Railroad  to  Port  Totten  Station,  and  thence  ''qj   road.  ■   „ 

Establishment 

The  Sallys  Hill  area  was  set  aside  originally  as  a  national  park 
by  Presidential  proclamation  of  Juie  2,  1904  (33  Stat.  2368),  imder  act 
of  Congress  approved  April  27,  1904  (33  Stat.  322).   It  was  made  a  big- 
game  preserve  by  act  of  Congress  of  June  30,  1914  (38  Stat.  433),  and 
was  jointly  administered  as  a  national  park  and  game  preserve  by  the 
Departments  of  the  Interior  and  Agriculture.  By  Executive  order  of 
December  22,  1921,  it  was  made  a  ref-uge  for  birds  also,  thus  affording 
protection  to  all  forms  of  bird  and  mammal  life  within  the  area. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1931  (46  Stat.  1509),  the 
Sullys  Hill  area  was  definitely  eliminated  from  the  national-park  system 
and  turned  over  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  administration  as 
a  game  preserve,  ref-uge,  and  breeding  ground  for  wild  animals  and  birds. 
At  that  time  the  preserve  was  enlarged  to  include  214  acres  of  adjacent 
reliction  land  -uncovered  by  the  recession  of  Devils  Lake.  The  total 
area  of  the  preserve  is  now  994  acres.  Sullys  Hill,  the  high  point  of 
the  preserve  and  the  surrounding  region,  has  an  elevation  of  about  400 
feet  above  the  water  level  of  the  lake. 

Primary  Purpose  is  Education 

The  Bureau  of  Biological  Siirvey  administers  the  Sullys  Hill  National 
Game  Preserve  primarily  to  maintain  exhibition  herds  of  big-game  animals 
■where  they  can  be  viewed  by  the  public  for  educational  purposes;  and  to 
furnish  recreational  facilities  for  tourists  and  residents  of  the  sur- 
rounding region;  but  also  to  provide  a  ref-uge  for  migratory  and  resident 
birds  and  other  wildlife. 


In  1916  a  700-acre  tract  vras  enclosed  with  an  88-inch  heavy 
woven"wvTire,  iDig-game  fence,  and  uithin  this  aVea  small  herds  of 
"buffalo,  elk,  and  deer  are  maintained.   In  March  1917,  the  first 
elk  for  the  preserve  Trere  received  from  Yellowstone  National  Park 
(Gardiner,  Mont,)i  and,  in  the  same  year,  the  original  herd  of  deer, 
4  in  n-omter,  was  ohtained  from  the  jigri cultural  Experiment  Station 
at  Fargo,  ¥.»   Dak.   The  original  herd  of  "buffalo,  consisting  of  5 
animals,  was  presented  "by  the  City  Park  authorities  of  Portland, 
Oreg.,  and  arrived  in  October  1918.  During  the  winter  it  is  nec- 
essary to  feed  the  game  animals  as  there  is  not  sufficient  range 
to  provide  all-the«-year  forage.  Prom  time  to  time  a  few  surplus 
animals  are  removed  from  the  preserve  to  prevent  over-grazing  and 
to  avoid  excessive  feeding  in  winter.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  1936,  the  big-game  animals  at  Sullys  Hill  Preserve  consisted 
of  19  "buffalo,  23  elk,  and  13  white— tailed  deer.  Efforts  have  heen 
made  to  maintain  antelope  on  the  area,  "but  it  is  evidently  not 
adapted  for  those  animals.  In  1925,  3  antelope  were  placed  on 
the  preserve  and  by  1930  their  numhers  had  increased  to  20,  "but 
the  antelope  gradually  sickened  and  died  so  that  there  is  none 
now  on  the  area. 

A  few  Canada  geese  "breed  in  semi-captivity  on  this  preserve, 
and  during  the  spring  and  aut-omn  migration  seasons  their  numbers  are 
augmented  by  migrant  geese  and  other  species  of  waterfowl  that  stop 
to  rest.  Various  species  of  upland  game  and  insectivorous  birds 
frequent  this  area. 

A  "United  States  &an?e  Management  Agent  is  stationed  at  the 
preserve  to  care  for  the  "big-game  animals  and  other  wildlife  and  to 
conduct  visitors  to  various  points  of  interest.   The  preserve  is  open 
to  visitors  throughout  the  year,  and  although  camping  facilities 
have  not  heen  fully  developed,  a  tract  of  land  s'orrounding  Sweetwater 
Lake,  within-  the  area',  has  been  fenced  off  for  use  as  picnic  grounds. 
There  shelters,  a  rest  house,  and  playgrounds  with  equipment  are 
availa"ble  to  visitors.  During  the  calendar  year  ended  December  31, 
1935,  persons  visiting  the  preserve  for  picnic  purposes  and  to  see 
the  big-game  animals  totaled  14,244. 

Resident  Agent  in  charge,  T7esley  D.  Parker,  Port  Totten,  N.  Dak. 

Rich  in  Historical  Interest 

The  region  about  Sullys  Hill  Game  Preserve  is  rich  in  histor- 
ical interest  and  even  prehistoric  associations.  During  the  early 
part  of  the  nineteenth  century  and  continuing  into  the  sixties,  it 
was  the  objective  of  many  military''  and  trading  expeditions.  General 
Alfred  Sully,  for  whom  the  hill  was  named,  successfully  conducted  a 
campaign  against  hostile  Indians  in  the  region. 
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Federal  TTildlife  Refuges 

Sullys  Hill  National  Game  Preserve  is  one  of  108  wildlife 
ref"uges  maintained  "by  the  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey.  All  species 
of  wild  animals  and  "birds  are  protected  on  all  these  areas  with  the 
exception  of  one  in  Alaska,  which  \fes  established  exclusively  for 
"beaver  and  muskrats.  Eight  of  the  refuges  are  maintained  primarily 
for  "big  game,  and  one,  located  in  Alaska,  is  for  reindeer,  cari"bou, 
musk-oxen,  foxes,  and  minks,  as  well  as  for  "birds.   Included  among 
the  "bird  refuges  are  those  for  migratory  "birds  esta'blished  under  the 
Migratory  Bird  Conservation  Act  of  Pe'bruary  18,  1929  (U.  S.  Code, 
title  16,  sec.  715),  which  provides  for  the  acquisition  of  lands 
suitalDle  for  feeding,  resting,  and  "breeding  grounds  for  the  various 
species.  A  num'ber  of  refuges  are  "being  esta"blished  with  emergency 
funds  under  the  migratory-waterfowl  restoration  program  inaugurated 
in  1934.   Several  of  these  are  under  administration  and  others  are 
already  functioning  as  restored  nesting  and  feeding  areas  although 
the  latter  are  not  included  among  the  108,  since  the  projects  are 
not  entirely  completed.   The  refuges  and  preserves  are  scattered 
throughout  the  "United  States,  12  are  located  in  Alaska,  2  in  Hawaii, 
and  2  in  Puerto  Rico. 

In  addition  to  Sullys  Hill,  the  "big-game  ranges  and  preserves 
maintained  "by  the  Biological  Survey  for  the  perpetuation  of  "buffalo, 
elk,  deer,  mountain  sheep,  and  antelope  are  as  follows: 

National  Bison  Range,  Mont.,  on  which  are  approximately 
500  "buffalo,  100  elk,  30  mountain  sheep,  130  mule 
deer,  and  35  white-tailed  deer. 

IMio'brara  Game  Preserve,  ile"br.,  on  which  are  approximately 

140  "buffalo,  40  elk,  and  a  few  antelope  and  white-tailed 
deer. 

TTichita  Mountains  ITildlife  Refuge,  Okla.,  the  herds  thereon 
comprising  approximately  350  "buffalo,  225  elk,  and  600 
white-tailed  deer.   There  is  also  a  herd  of  118  Texas 
longhorns  hei«. 

Charles  Sheldon  Antelope  Refuge,  Nev. 

Elk  Refuge,  TTyo.  (a  winter  feeding  ground). 

Hart  Mountain  Game  Range,  Oreg.,  esta."blished  primarily  for 
antelope. 

Desert  Game  Range,  Uev.,  the  principal  species  on  which  is 
mountain  sheep. 

TTildlife  and  Federal  property  on  these  108  refuges  and  preserves 
are  protected  "by  Federal  laws  and  regulations  thereunder.  Copies  of  these 
laws  and  regulations,  as  well  as  a  complete  list  of  "bird  refuges  and  big- 
game  preserves,  may  "be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Biologica.1  Survey,  T^ashing- 
ton,  D.  C. 
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